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If anything makes the Region of Madrid famous the world over, it is surely its solid
network of cultural amenities, capable of fulfilling the expectations of the most
demanding tourist. 120 museums, 240 theatres, countless galleries and exhibition
centres, as well as cultural centres and a wide variety of world-class events,
combine to create a high quality cultural scene.

� Theatres and festivals
Throughout the year, large, medium-sized and small performance venues in the capital
and towns in the region offer the best of theatre, music and dance. The Teatros del Canal,
Teatro Real and Teatro de la Zarzuela, the “Corral de Comedias” theatre in Alcalá de
Henares and the theatre-auditorium in San Lorenzo de El Escorial are fine examples of
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this, without forgetting Madrid’s very own Broadway, the Gran Vía, where the latest
musicals show.
The Region of Madrid hosts many important and diverse festivals, such as the Autumn to
Spring Festival (visual arts, classical music and dance), Madrid Dance Festival, Teatralia
(featuring all genres of performing arts), Suma Flamenca (prestigious Flamenco festival)
and Surge Madrid (performing arts), to name but a few.

� Museums and art
The Prado Museum is one of the best art galleries in the world. The Art Triangle offers
tourists an exceptional experience, a walk along a boulevard lined with centuries-old trees
and with some of the best museums in the world: the Prado, the Thyssen-Bornemisza
and the Reina Sofía Museum and Art Centre. Close by you can also find the National
Archaeological Museum, CaixaForum Madrid, the National Museum for Decorative Arts,
the National Anthropological Museum, the Royal Botanical Garden and the Naval Museum.

� Culture in the streets
Plaza Mayor, Plaza de Oriente, the Royal Palace, the National Library or the Church of Los
Jerónimos show Madrid at its most
monumental, without forgetting the towns and
various sites around the region.
Major arts centres such as the Círculo de
Bellas Artes, La Casa Encendida, the Centro
Cultural Conde Duque, CaixaForum and the
Casa de América have become driving forces
for culture throughout the region.
Annual events such as the “Night of the
Theatres”, the “Night of the Museums” and the
“Night of the Books” allow you to enjoy culture
until the wee hours.



� The Golden Mile
For tourists in search of luxury items, the streets of Serrano, Ortega y Gasset and the
surrounding area are a must, for in the Barrio de Salamanca famous Spanish fashion firms
rub shoulders with exclusive international luxury icons. The best jewellers, shoe shops,
the most prestigious names in the fashion and accessories sector, art galleries and antique
shops can also be found in this area.

� Avant-garde and the ultra-modern
A wide array of small establishments catering for young and quirky customers are
concentrated in the area surrounding Chueca square and the street of Fuencarral. This is
a major commercial and tourist hub, on a par with New York’s Soho district.

� Shopping streets and tradition
Puerta del Sol, Gran Vía and the streets of Preciados and
Princesa are part of the city’s best-known shopping area.
Amid the constant hustle and bustle of the people, tourists
will find here all the high-street fashion names at affordable
prices, side by side with centuries-old shops. The Region
of Madrid also offers a wide variety of shopping centres.

� Outdoor markets
The most famous of Madrid’s outdoor markets is the
Rastro, which originated in medieval times and is now one
of the city’s great icons. Worthy of note too are the
Medieval Markets in Alcalá de Henares, Manzanares el
Real and Buitrago del Lozoya.
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g In recent years the Region of Madrid has earned a reputation as a quality tourist
destination, both nationally and internationally. Madrid is the second shopping
destination in Europe and one of the most important luxury shopping destinations
in the world.
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Local cuisine as a leisure option is increasingly valued by tourists, and the Region
of Madrid is well-placed to satisfy this demand. A wide array of establishments
represent not only the best in local cuisine, but also cuisine from other regions of
Spain and the world.

According to the most prestigious gastronomic guides, Madrid boasts the largest number of
establishments in Europe whose quality has been officially recognised. 16 of them have been
awarded Michelin Stars, 12 in the city and 4 in the Region. For those looking for traditional
cuisine, there is a choice of centuries-old restaurants. 

� “Tapas” bars and gastronomic markets 
To taste the most classical tapas, you can head for bars and taverns in the old part of the
city, in districts such as Latina, Huertas, Cava Baja, Plaza Santa Ana or the traditional
neighbourhood of Chamberí. Gourmets can enjoy gastro markets such as San Miguel,
San Antón, San Ildefonso or the leisure and culinary venue Platea Madrid. And then there
is, of course the wide range of proposals in towns throughout the region. Another
interesting gastronomic activity is a visit to the wineries with the Denomination of Origin
certification “Wines of Madrid”.



Cinemas, theatres, shopping centres, bars, restaurants, theme parks, museums,
shops, historic monuments, parks and gardens… are all great options for spending
a few days in the Region of Madrid, the perfect choice for those with high
expectations for their leisure and entertainment time.

At the Zoo-Aquarium or Faunia, children can experience nature and the animal world, whereas
at the Warner Bros Park and the Madrid Amusement Park they will have a great time on the
different rides; skiing all year round is also possible at the Madrid SnowZone in Xanadú
Shopping Centre. 
The National Archaeological Museum, the Madrid Planetarium, the Wax Museum and the
Natural Science Museum are just some of the other numerous options available. A short
distance away from the capital, the National Museum of Science and Technology, the
Manzanares El Real Castle or Micropolix offer further educational activities. 
The region also boasts exceptional natural attractions and a rich biodiversity. Worthy of noteLe
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are the Sierra de Guadarrama National Park, the Sierra del Rincón Biosphere Reserve and the
Montejo beech forest, amongst others. For hiking enthusiasts, the extensive network of paths in the
Region is an excellent choice. In addition to this, there are many possibilities for interesting short
breaks: the three World Heritage Sites of Alcalá de Henares, Aranjuez and San Lorenzo de El Escorial
are included in the “Legacy Cities, World Heritage in Madrid” tourist program; and the Madrid Villas
programme includes the six  notable towns of Buitrago del Lozoya, Chinchón, Colmenar de Oreja,
Navalcarnero, Nuevo Baztán and Rascafría, all covered with the loyalty VillaCard which provides
discounts in certain restaurants and hotels.
If you want a taste of Madrid’s vibrant nightlife, there is plenty of choice for bars and nightclubs
throughout the city districts and surrounding municipalities. But if you are looking for peace and quiet,
the many parks and gardens, such as the Retiro, Madrid Río, El Capricho or the Royal Botanical
Garden, together with cafés and hotels, show the city’s softer side and make visitors feel at home.
And, of course, the open-air terraces that liven up the region and are enjoyed by locals and visitors
alike.
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A destination for everyone
The Region of Madrid perfectly combines culture, monuments, shopping, dining and leisure activities. It is unquestionably
your best choice, with its excellent climate, friendly people, master chefs, national and international shops and boutiques,
theatres, musicals, and unparalleled nightlife. Not to forget, of course, the impressive natural landscapes which can be

enjoyed throughout the Region.
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